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WELCOME TO #PREVENTION2020

Hello everyone,

The Conference was first held in 2018 and again in 2019, interest in both years exceeded expectations and registrations sold out. 

The 2020 Preventive Health Conference theme is: ‘CAN DO PREVENTION: effective action in a volatile world’.

The theme draws on current developments in preventive health in Australia and beyond.  Nationally the Preventive Health Strategy 
is under development. In Western Australia the Sustainable Health Review calls for five per cent of total health expenditure to be 
spent on prevention by 2029, and sets the target for WA to have the highest percentage of population with a healthy weight of all 
States in Australia within a decade. But this is happening in a world filled with Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity and Ambiguity 
(VUCA).[1] 

As we enter a new decade – which might also be known as the new “Roaring 20s” - we want the evidence of the proven benefits 
of preventive health efforts to see fruition in influencing policy and practice to benefit the health and well-being of all Australians, 
particularly those most vulnerable or disadvantaged. 

We must focus on achieving positive outcomes while adhering to core principles of equity, sustainability and health literacy, 
and giving practical consideration to the social, ecological and commercial determinants of health.  We must build on our 
communications skills and capacity to influence policy and find means to advance the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which 
apply as much in Australia as they do world-wide. 

Anxiety about the future is mounting. We need to grasp the realities of the current global and local volatilities and respond with 
substantive and effective prevention action.

The Conference will have high quality national experts presenting various aspects of this rapidly moving and exciting era of  
preventive health. The conference will have a focus on cross sector, multilevel interventions to build a healthier Australia through 
preventive health.

Kind regards,

Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin 
CEO, Public Health Association of Australia

Preventive Health Conference 2020

The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre is funded by the NHMRC, Australian Government Department of Health, ACT Health,  
Cancer Council Australia, NSW Ministry of Health, South Australian Department for Health and Wellbeing, Tasmanian Department of Health,  
and VicHealth. The Prevention Centre is hosted by the Sax Institute.

What we do

Making the case  
for prevention

Improving the  
prevention system

Prevention strategies  
for high-risk populations

Implementation and 
scaling up research

Dynamic simulation 
models of policy impact

New systems methods

Visit our website at preventioncentre.org.au

Follow us @TAPPCentre

“Chronic disease remains an urgent and growing problem, and  
as our environments change the prevention community is facing  
new challenges. It’s as important as ever to consider how we are  
going to tackle the challenges that we face now, and that will  
continue to emerge in coming years.” 

Professor Lucie Rychetnik, Co-Director  
The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre 

New frontiers in prevention research
The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre is Australia’s  
leader in partnership research into chronic disease prevention. 
We are a national collaboration of academic researchers, policy partners and prevention 
practitioners who are finding effective ways to prevent lifestyle-related chronic disease. 

Our co-produced research delivers new knowledge about systems approaches to prevention,  
with evidence and tools to drive sustained action. Through our diverse activities, we are  
helping to build dialogue and trust between researchers and decision makers across Australia.
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CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES

The Conference objectives are to:

• Create an environment for knowledge sharing, 
collaboration and relationship building; 

•  Promote collaboration, knowledge sharing and facilitate 
engagement by delegates to work together to achieve 
better health outcomes for Australians;

•  Engage professionals in public health prevention; 

•  Provide guidance and insight into capacity building and 
strengthening prevention;  

•  Provide conference delegates with new and innovative 
ideas that can be applied to local settings and systems 
to help create and improve health systems for local 
communities.
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We need your help.
Please download
the COVIDSafe
app today.

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your community safe by helping our 
health workers to notify you quickly if you’ve come in contact with someone who has Coronavirus.

With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a secure note of other users you’ve been near 
if you have to go out. So, if they test positive for Coronavirus, you’ll be notified. It’ll help us stop the 
spread sooner, so we can all get back to the things we love. 

Visit health.gov.au

Download the 
COVIDSafe app today.

Download the 
COVIDSafe app

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

PHAA would like to acknowledge and thank abstract reviewers who volunteered their time for the conference. 

Hannah Pierce
Michele Herriot
Ronda Clarke
David Templeman
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VIRTUAL INFORMATION
The following information is offered to make your attendance at the virtual #Prevention2020 as pleasant as possible. If you 
require help, please email us at events@phaa.net.au, and we will do everything we can to assist you with your enquiry.

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

The virtual Preventive Health Conference will be from Wednesday 13 to Wednesday 27 May 2020, with session released on set 
days and times as shown in more detail in the program.

Content will be provided in a variety of ways, such as live presentations from keynote speakers including time for questions from 
the audience. Plenary sessions will also be recorded and made available to registered delegates. The recorded plenary session will 
be available to view at a time convenient for delegates.  

Concurrent sessions will be provided on an on demand basis and released over the two week period.

The online content will be provided in a password protected section of the conference website. The access link and individualised 
passwords will be sent to delegates via email on Wednesday 13 May 2020. The link and password cannot be shared as the 
passwords are individualised for each participant. 

An email will be sent to registered delegates each day a live or on demand session is available to view. If you are not receiving 
these email, please check your junk mail or contact your IT department to check spam filters.

The format for the virtual conference was originally planned to be provided through the event software currently used by the 
PHAA Events Team. Unfortunately the software company delayed the virtual conference portal release date until June 2020, 
therefore the Events Team was unable to provide the virtual conference using this mechanism. 

For future virtual conference organised by PHAA, the new virtual conference portal will be utilised, therefore the format will be 
different to how you are viewing the content for the virtual Preventive Health Conference 2020.

ABSTRACT BOOK
The abstract book is available to download from the Preventive Health Conference website, www.prevention2020.com.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We highly encourage you to share your thoughts and experiences while watching the virtual Conference, so if you're on Twitter 
and Facebook, join the conversation using #Prevention2020. Please feel free to tag PHAA using @_PHAA_

Individual roles. 
Global goals. 

Study public health at ACU 
Learn the science and art of preventing disease, prolonging life and 
promoting health by improving social and political systems. 

At ACU you will learn the skills to develop, plan and manage solutions that 
improve population health on a local, national and international scale. 
You'll be immersed in the applied aspects through professional experience 
in health and related organisations, providing you excellent opportunities 
for future employment. 

Explore our range of single and double degrees, such as the Bachelor of 
Applied Public Health, Bachelor of Exercise Science/Bachelor of Applied 
Public Health, Master of Public Health and Master of Public Health and 
Global Studies. 

As well as face-to-face courses, new online postgraduate public health 
courses for domestic and international enrolments are also available. Please 
contact Dr Jennifer Marks for more detailsjennifer.marks@acu.edu.au. 

Find out more 
acu.edu.au/public-health-and-administration 

mailto:events%40phaa.net.au?subject=
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Dr David Russell-Weisz
Director General, Department of 

Health

Since his appointment in 2015, Dr 
Russell-Weisz has steered the WA health 
system through a significant program of 
investment and reform, including the 
commissioning of the Perth Children’s 
Hospital, which delivers world class 
specialist paediatric and trauma services 
to Western Australian children and 
adolescents.
Recently enacted legislation providing 
for new governance arrangements have 
ensured that the state’s hospitals and 
health services can continue to respond to 
the needs of their growing and diverse local 
communities into the future.
Prior to this appointment, Dr Russell-Weisz 
steered the commissioning of the State’s 
flagship $2 billion Fiona Stanley Hospital. 
The state of the art facility features 783-
beds, the State Rehabilitation Service and 
is a leader in clinical care, research and 
education.

Dr Nick Watts
Executive Director, Lancet Countdown 

on Health and Climate Change

Nick is the Executive Director of the Lancet 
Countdown: Tracking Progress on Health 
and Climate Change, an independent and 
multi-disciplinary research collaboration 
between academic centres around the 
world. It is based at University College 
London’s Institute for Global Health, 
and is a continuation of the 2015 Lancet 
Commission on Health and Climate Change. 
The Countdown tracks and drives progress 
towards a world which is responding to 
climate change in a way that protects and 
promotes public health.
Nick is a medical doctor, having worked in 
a number of settings in Western Australia, 
and has trained in population health 
(UWA) and public policy (University College 
London). He works to engage the health 
profession on the links between climate 
change and public health, having founded 
both the Global Climate and Health Alliance 
and the UK Health Alliance on Climate 
Change.

Hon Chris Bowen MP
Shadow Minister for Health
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Dr James Muecke AM
Chairman, Sight For All & Australian of 

the Year

Dr James Muecke AM graduated with Honors from the 
University of Adelaide Medical School in 1987. Following 
his internship, James lived and worked as a doctor in 
Africa and subsequently as an eye surgeon in the Middle 
East, battling malaria, wild animals, and rebel soldiers. 
He founded Sight For All in 2008, turning his boundless 
energy into a fight against blindness in the Aboriginal 
and mainstream communities of Australia and some of 
the poorest countries of Asia and Africa. Sight For All’s 
comprehensive and sustainable projects are now impacting 
on the lives of over one million people each year.
His commitment to social impact and humanitarian 
endeavors has earnt him a string of awards including 
an Order of Australia in 2012, the Australian Medical 
Association’s President’s Leadership Award in 2013, and 
Ernst & Young’s Social Entrepreneur for Australia in 2015. 
James is Australian of the Year 2020.
James is a researcher, a teacher, an author, a musician, a 
photographer, and a film producer, and uses his many skills 
to deliver passionate, fascinating, and at times confronting 
presentations about his life, his work, philanthropy, 
resilience and social entrepreneurship. A neurological 
condition impacting on his dexterity has forced James 
into a premature retirement from surgery. Not letting 
his disability slow him down, James has redirected his 
vigor to crafting films, and has a number of powerful 
documentaries under his belt and several compelling 
projects in production.

Chris Bowen entered Parliament in 2004 
and has held a wide range of portfolios 
including serving as Treasurer, Minister for 
Human Services, Minister for Immigration, 
Minister for Financial Services, Assistant 
Treasurer, Minister for Competition Policy, 
Minister for Small Business and Minister 
for Tertiary Education.   Chris has been 
responsible for a range of significant policy 
reform programs in these portfolios.
He served as Interim Leader of the Labor 
Party and Acting Leader of the Opposition 
following the 2013 Federal election and 
served as Shadow Treasurer. He is now the 
Shadow Minister for Health. 
Chris served on Fairfield Council for nine 
years, was a former Mayor of Fairfield 
Council, and former President of the 
Western Sydney Regional Organisation of 
Councils (WSROC).
He has a Bachelor of Economics, a Masters 
Degree in International Relations and a 
Diploma in Modern Languages (Bahasa 
Indonesia).
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Ms Vicki O’Donnell 
Chairperson, Aboriginal Health Council 

of Western Australia

Vicki is a Nyikina Mangala Aboriginal woman 
from Derby where she grew up. Vicki has worked 
as a Strategic Leader in Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health for the past fifteen years. 
She has been CEO of the Derby Aboriginal 
Health Service (DAHS) and is currently the 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Medical Service (KAMS) in Broome. 
She was also instrumental in working with the WA 
Health Department and State Aboriginal Affairs 
Department to establish the DAHS dialysis unit 
and later the Kimberley Renal Service (under 
KAMS).
Vicki has been a board member of AHCWA 
for over 13 years spending 6 years as the 
Chairperson. She has also served as a member 
of the WA Aboriginal Health Ethics Committee 
for over 10 years as well as the NACCHO Board 
and the Kimberley Pilbara Medicare Local. Vicki 
also is an advisor on numerous State and Federal 
Ministerial Committees and Steering Groups 
which advise on Aboriginal health issues.
In 2011 Vicki was a WA Women of the Year 
Inductee for Aboriginal Health achieving 
recognition at both a state and national level for 
her advocacy in the Sector.

Dr Ruth Shean
Chair, National Centre for Vocational 

Education Research (NCVER), President, 
Cancer Council Western Australia

Dr Ruth Shean is a Western Australian chair 
and non-executive director on state and 
national boards, with a special interest in 
governance, human services and not-for-
profit agencies. She is finance and data 
literate with strengths in understanding 
performance in complex agencies, 
comprehensive reporting and managing 
stakeholders. She develops robust teams 
and positive workplace cultures. Ruth is 
a persuasive communicator and excels 
at collaboration and finding common 
ground. She has sound judgment, integrity 
and a reputation for accountability and 
trustworthiness. She is diligent, logical 
and results focussed. In over 30 years, 
Ruth has led many large and multifaceted 
organisations to achieve excellent 
outcomes for stakeholders. Ruth has 
considerable experience in board and 
committee leadership and participation. 
Ruth is a proven mentor of high performing 
women and participates in the Kilfinan 
Australia Mentor Program to build 
leadership in the NFP sector.

Ms Jaithri Ananthapavan
Senior Research Fellow, Deakin 

University

Former Minister John Day
Chairman of the Board, State Library W.A. 
& Member of the Board, Art Gallery of W.A.

Jaithri Ananthapavan is a Senior Research 
Fellow in Deakin Health Economics (DHE) 
and leads the Economics of Obesity 
Stream within the Global Obesity Centre 
(GLOBE). Jaithri’s research interest is the 
economic evaluation of obesity prevention 
interventions and methods development 
to better assist decision makers in using 
economic evidence in priority setting 
decisions. She led a large economic 
evaluation work program for the NHMRC 
funded Centre of Research Excellence (CRE) 
in Obesity Policy and Food Systems. This 
priority setting study (ACE-Obesity Policy) 
evaluated the cost-effectiveness of multiple 
obesity prevention interventions across 
several sectors. She is also leading a body 
of work developing frameworks for the 
use of cost-benefit analysis methods for 
the evaluation of prevention interventions 
with impacts beyond the health care sector. 
Jaithri has held teaching positions in the 
Master of Health Economics course as 
co-chair of the Resource Allocation and 
Priority Setting unit.

John Day was a member of the Western 
Australian Parliament for 24 years, from 
1993 to 2017. During this time he served 
in various Ministerial portfolios, including 
Health (twice), Planning, Culture and the 
Arts, Police, Emergency Services, Science 
and Innovation. 
He is a graduate of the University of 
Western Australia in Science and Dentistry, 
and prior to election to Parliament was a 
dentist with the Perth Dental Hospital and 
in private practice. 
John is currently Chairman of the Board of 
the State Library of W.A., and a member of 
the Board of the Art Gallery of W.A. 

Ms Pat Turner
Chief Executive Officer, National Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health Organisation

Patricia Turner AM The daughter of an 
Arrente man and a Gurdanji woman, 
Pat was raised in Alice Springs.  As CEO 
of NACCHO, she is at the forefront of 
community efforts to Close the Gap 
in health outcomes for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people.  Pat has 
over 40 years’ experience in senior 
leadership positions in government, 
business and academia including being 
the only Aboriginal person, only woman 
and longest serving CEO of the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders Commission 
(ATSIC).  Amongst her many appointments, 
she also spent 18 months as Monash 
Chair of Australian Studies, Georgetown 
University, Washington DC, and was 
inaugural CEO of NITV.  Pat is the Coalition 
of Peaks Convenor and Co-Chair of the 
Joint Council on Closing the Gap. Pat holds 
a Masters Degree in Public Administration 
from the University of Canberra where 
she was awarded the University prize for 
Development Studies.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Distinguished Professor Jim 
Macnamara

Deputy Dean, Faculty of Science, 
University of Technology Sydney

Jim Macnamara PhD is a Distinguished Professor 
in the School of Communication at the University 
of Technology Sydney (UTS), currently serving 
as Deputy Dean of the UTS Faculty of Science. 
He is also a Visiting Professor at London 
School of Economics and Political Science, 
Media and Communications Department, and 
a Visiting  Professor at the London College 
of Communication in the University of the 
Arts London (UAL). Jim is internationally 
recognised for his research into evaluation 
of public communication and for his work on 
organisational listening. He is the author of 16 
books including Organizational Listening: The 
Missing Essential in Public Communication 
published by Peter Lang, New York in 2016; 
Evaluating Public Communication: Exploring New 
Models, Standards, and Best Practice published 
by Routledge UK in 2018; and his latest book 
titled Beyond Post-Communication: Challenging 
Disinformation, Deception, and Manipulation will 
be published by Peter Lang, New York in July this 
year.

Ms Verity Firth
Executive Director, Social Justice, 

Centre for Social Justice and Inclusion, 
University of Technology, Sydney

Verity Firth is the Executive Director, Social Justice 
leading the Centre for Social Justice and Inclusion at 
the University of Technology, Sydney. She is currently 
spearheading the University’s Social Impact Framework, 
a first of its kind in the Australian university sector. 
Ms Firth has over fifteen years’ experience at the 
highest levels of government and not for profit sector in 
Australia.
As Minister for Education and Training she focussed on 
equity in education, and how to best address educational 
disadvantage in low socio economic communities, 
including rural and remote indigenous communities. 
As Minister Assisting the Minister for Health (Cancer) she 
negotiated the passage through Cabinet of an historic 
Anti-Tobacco package which gave NSW the toughest 
anti-tobacco laws in the country at the time, including 
requirements that all tobacco products to be out of 
sight in retail shops, tobacco restricted to a single point 
of sale in any retail outlet and smoking in cars with 
children banned. Ms Firth oversaw the operations of 
the Cancer Institute of NSW, Australia’s first statewide 
government supported cancer control agency. Ms Firth 
also established the position of NSW Chief Scientist 
and Engineer in order to provide independent scientific 
advice to government.

Dr Sandro Demaio
Chief Executive Officer, VicHealth

Dr Sandro Demaio is a medical doctor and globally-
renowned public health expert and advocate. 
Having held the role of Medical Officer for non-
communicable conditions and nutrition with 
the Department of Nutrition for Health and 
Development at the World Health Organization, 
Dr Demaio was previously the CEO of the EAT 
Foundation, the science-based, global platform for 
food systems transformation.
In his pro bono work, Dr Demaio co-founded 
NCDFREE, a global social movement against 
chronic disease which reached more than 2.5 
million people in its first 18 months. In 2015, 
he founded festival21, assembling and leading 
a team of experts in staging an unprecedented 
free celebration of community, food, culture and 
future in his hometown of Melbourne. In 2018, 
he also established an independent, not-for-profit 
foundation focused on improving the health and 
nutrition of Australians.
He has published 30 scientific papers and more 
than 90 articles. He is also the author of the 
Doctor’s Diet, a cookbook based on science and 
inspired by a love of good food.

Dr Lisa Studdert
Deputy Secretary, Australian Department of Health, 

Chair National Preventive Health Strategy Committee

Dr Lisa Studdert is the Deputy Secretary for 
Population Health, Sport and Cancer.
Lisa joined Health in June 2013 as a First 
Assistant Secretary in the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration, and went on to lead the 
Population Health and Sport Division. She 
worked in the office of Minister Greg Hunt, 
and before that, as Chief of Staff to former 
Health Minister, Sussan Ley.
In 2011, Lisa was a member of the senior 
leadership team at the Australian National 
Preventative Health Agency and she also 
has a background working in population and 
preventive health policy and programs in 
Australia and internationally.
Lisa is a PhD graduate of Cornell University.
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DOUGLAS GORDON ORATION

Associate Professor Lisa Wood
Associate Professor, Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, School of Population and Global Health, The 
University of Western Australia

Dr Lisa Wood is a tireless advocate for research being relevant and useful to the real world, and the need for academia to go beyond 'the ivory 
tower'.
Research and teaching roles at UWA are complemented by nearly three decades of experience in public health and health promotion in 
WA, nationally and internationally. This experience includes work with academic, government and non-government organisations as well as 
engagement as a public health consultant.
Since completing her PhD in 2006, Lisa has been involved in a range of research relating to the social determinants of health, with a strong 
focus on reducing health inequalities experienced by vulnerable population groups.
Lisa currently holds a teaching and research position within the School of Population and Global Health, and is also a Senior Research Fellow 
with the Centre for Social Impact.

ABOUT THE ORATION

The Douglas Gordon Oration commemorates the contribution made by the late Douglas Gordon to public health, and will now be held in association with the 
Public Heath Prevention Conference. Douglas Gordon was born on April 19, 1911 and grew up near Maryborough, Queensland. He began studying medicine 
at the University of Melbourne in 1931 but the Depression and family hardship forced him to abandon his studies and become a farmer for seven years. In 
1938, he entered the second year of the medical course at the newly established Faculty of Medicine at the University of Queensland. He graduated in June 
1942 and served as a Medical Officer to RAAF airfield construction squadrons in the Dutch East Indies. After the war, he spent 10 years as head of Industrial 
Hygiene in the Queensland State Health Department, before becoming the first full-time professor of Social and Preventive Medicine at the University of 
Queensland in 1957. He was Dean of the Faculty of Medicine from 1962 to 1967. He published extensively, both in the areas of social and preventive medicine 
and in medical history. He retired in 1976 and died in October 1993.

2020 ORATOR

2020 ORATION

In this oration, my focus is not on convincing the audience that homelessness is and should be seen as a public health issue per se.  This speaks for itself in the enormous burden 
of preventable disease, and the raft of social, economic and political factors that compound this.  Rather I want to focus on how ending homelessness and its health inequalities 
in Australia is already benefiting in practice from a public health way of thinking, of building  evidence, of framing advocacy, and of working across sectors and silos.  This will 
be illustrated by some of reflections from the past four years of leading a growing body of work that encapsulates the intersection of homelessness and public health, and how 
policy-relevant research and evidence driven advocacy can help to reduce health inequalities among people experiencing homelessness. 

Homelessness is both a driver and consequence of poor health and exposes deep fault lines in our healthcare system, our housing, justice and welfare systems.  But, one of 
the things I love about being part of the public health fraternity is that we do not shy away from ‘wicked problems’.  Along with the moral and humanitarian urgency to end 
homelessness, there is a compelling public health imperative, and scope for us all to make an enormous and real difference to the health disparities they face. 

Homelessness: the imperative for a public health response  
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PREMIER SPONSORS | Department of Health WA, Mental Health Commission & 
Healthway

WA Department of Health
A: PO Box 8172 Perth Business Centre, Perth WA 6849
T: (08) 9222 4222
E: enquiries@health.wa.gov.au
W: www.health.wa.gov.au

The Department of Health is committed to supporting the health and wellbeing of all Western Australians by promoting healthy behaviours 
and settings and helping people make positive lifestyle choices. Long-term, consistent action and a strong partnership approach across 
government and non-government agencies are essential to helping prevent disease before it occurs, managing risks and achieving better 
health outcomes for all Western Australians.

Mental Health Commission
A: GPO Box X2299, Perth Business Centre, Perth WA 6847
T: (08) 6553 0600
E: contactus@mhc.wa.gov.au
W: https://www.mhc.wa.gov.au/

The Mental Health Commission (MHC) strives to establish mental health, alcohol and other drug systems that meet the needs of Western 
Australia’s population and deliver quality outcomes for individuals and their families. Prevention, promotion and early intervention programs 
and activities are fundamental to supporting MHC’s goal for “a Western Australian community that experiences minimal alcohol and other drug 
related harms and optimal mental health”.

Healthway
A: Locked Bag 66, Subiaco WA 6904
T: (08) 9488 6700
E: healthway@healthway.wa.gov.au
W: www.healthway.wa.gov.au

Healthway is the only state government agency in Western Australia dedicated to health promotion. Healthway works in partnership with 
its funded organisations to create healthy activities and events and promote healthy lifestyles. Healthway is committed to creating lasting 
community impact and focuses on those with greater needs to achieve the best possible health outcomes for all.

FOUNDING SPONSOR | The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre

Ainsley Burgess, Publications Manager 
A: c/- The Sax Institute, PO Box K617, Haymarket NSW 1260 
T: (02) 9188 9530 
E: preventioncentre@saxinstitute.org.au or ainsley.burgess@saxinstitute.org.au 
W: www.preventioncentre.org.au

The Australian Prevention Partnership Centre is a national collaboration established in June 2013 to increase the use of prevention 
research in policy and practice. Taking a systems approach and working in partnership with policy agencies, we research new ways 
of preventing Australia’s greatest health challenge: lifestyle-related chronic diseases. 
We have created a strong platform for research translation through effective collaborations with policy agencies, built capacity in 
system thinking, and created new knowledge about system change for prevention. Now that we have good evidence about what we 
could do better in prevention, we are working to put our research into action.

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR | The Australian Government Department of Health

W:  www.health.gov.au

The Department of Health is committed to achieving our vision of better health and wellbeing for all Australians, now and for future 
generations. Our strategic priorities are to drive better health and aged care outcomes and reduced inequality; deliver an affordable, 
accessible, efficient, safe, and high quality health and aged care system; and promote better sport outcomes.

The Department of Health is committed to achieving our vision of better health and wellbeing for all Australians, now and for future 
generations.Our strategic priorities are to drive better health and aged care outcomes and reduced inequality; deliver an affordable, 
accessible, efficient, safe, and high quality health and aged care system; and promote better sport outcomes.
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VIRTUAL SPONSOR |  Cancer Council Western Australia

As WA's leading cancer charity, every day we're working to support families, prevent cancer, and save lives.

 From providing practical and financial support to West Australians affected by cancer, to speaking out on behalf of the community, stopping 
cancer before it starts, and researching new ways to better detect, treat and defeat cancer, every minute, every hour, every day we're working 
towards our vision of a cancer free future.

Melissa Ledger, Cancer Prevention and Research Director
A: 420 Bagot Rd, Subiaco WA 6019
T: 08 9212 4333
E: melissa.ledger@cancerwa.asn.au
W: https://www.cancerwa.asn.au/

SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTER | VicHealth

Jo Hillas, Executive Assistant to CEO 
A: PO Box 154, Carlton South VIC 3053 
T: 03 9667 1302 
E: ceo@vichealth.vic.gov.au 
W: https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/

VicHealth is a pioneer in health promotion. We work with partners to discover, implement and share solutions to the health 
problems facing Victorians. We seek a Victoria where everyone enjoys better health and wellbeing.

VicHealth is committed to five strategic imperatives that have the greatest potential to reduce disease burden and bring about the 
greatest measurable health gains: promoting healthy eating, encouraging regular physical activity, preventing tobacco use, preventing 
harm from alcohol and improving mental wellbeing. 

Working with communities across the state, we tackle the rise of chronic diseases by bringing the best approaches across the world 
to test and trial in Victoria. By pinpointing emerging and future health problems, our efforts can be channelled for the greatest 
benefit to the health and wellbeing of all Victorians.SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTER | Healthway

Jo Hillas, Executive Assistant to CEO 
A: PO Box 154, Carlton South VIC 3053 
T: 03 9667 1302 
E: ceo@vichealth.vic.gov.au 
W: https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/

Healthway is the only state government agency in Western Australia dedicated to health promotion. Healthway works in partnership with 
its funded organisations to create healthy activities and events and promote healthy lifestyles. Healthway is committed to creating lasting 
community impact and focuses on those with greater needs to achieve the best possible health outcomes for all..

AFFILIATION SPONSOR | Heart Foundation

Angela Kirkham, EA to the CEO WA 
A: 334 Rokeby Road, Subiaco WA 6008 
T: 0438 056 082 
E: angela.kirkham@heartfoundation.org.au 
W: www.heartfoundation.org.au 

The Heart Foundation is a charity dedicated to fighting Australia’s biggest killer, heart disease. Right now, 580,000 Australians are 
living with heart disease and each year, more than 57,000 Australians experience a heart attack. 

For more than 60 years, the organisation has led the battle to save lives and improve the heart health of all Australians. The Heart 
Foundation invests in world-class cardiovascular research and works to enhance heart disease prevention and care. 

The Heart Foundation relies on donations and gifts in wills to continue its work in research, education and health promotion.

http://melissa.ledger@cancerwa.asn.au
https://www.cancerwa.asn.au/
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WEDNESDAY 13 MAY
TIME SESSION

Opening Plenary

PRE-RECORDED

View from 
11:00am AEST

Welcome to Country

Conference Welcome
Speaker: Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin, CEO, Public Health Association of Australia

Opening Address

Speaker: Hon Roger Cook MLA, Deputy Premier of Western Australia, Minister for Health; Mental Health

Title TBC

Keynote Speaker: Dr David Russell-Weisz, Director General, Department of Health

Sponsored by:

TIME SESSION

Plenary Session - Environmental & Climate Health

Facilitator Adjunct Prof Tarun Weeramanthri, Chair, Conference Advisory Committee, Adjunct Professor, 
School of Population and Global Health, University of Western Australia

LIVE SESSION
4:00pm - 
5:15pm AEST

Health and Climate Change: From Threat to Opportunity
Keynote Speaker: Dr Nick Watts, Executive Director, Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change
The Lancet Countdown is an international collaboration, bringing together 35 leading research and UN institutions, tracking 
the links between public health and climate change. Its latest assessment tracks 41 indicators, understanding them from 
the perspective of a child born today.

Title TBC
Keynote Speaker: Hon Chris Bowen MP, Shadow Minister for Health

Q&A with Keynotes
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Concurrent Session 1 - continued

ON 
DEMAND

1A – Opportunities for 
prevention in Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 

health

1B – Tackling risks for NCDs 1C – Strong systems for 
Prevention

1D - Politics and Policy for 
Prevention

Available 
from 
2:00pm 
AEST

Unpacking what 
‘prevention’ means in the 
context of rheumatic heart 
disease
Speaker: Emma Haynes

Lessons from the scale 
up of an early childhood 
obesity prevention initiative 
Speaker: Penelope Love

Rapid Evaluation of 
Participatory Systems 
Interventions using 
Machine Learning; 
Fast-tracked policy 
recommendations
Speaker: Joshua Hayward

Health and Nutrition Law 
is it aiding or obstructing 
prevention?
Speaker: Sharn Hobill

Healthy homes for healthy 
families: action towards 
Aboriginal housing in 
remote communities
Speaker: Danielle Sparrow

Built environment and 
type 2 diabetes incidence: 
Exploring potential 
mediating pathways 
Speaker: Tashi Dendup

The “Aha” experience: 
Using systems thinking to 
map and tweak anticipatory 
care 
Speaker: Susan Banks

How frames can influence 
public opinion towards 
nutrition policy options
Speaker: Katherine 
Cullerton

Mappa: Challenges of 
accessing health services 
across metro, regional and 
remote locations
Speaker: Clare Kirk

Room to move: school 
playground space and 
children’s physical activity
Speaker: Anne Grunseit

Making it on the Breadline: 
improved food security 
in remote Aboriginal 
communities
Speaker: Amanda Lee

Reframing alcohol policy – 
impacts on the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)
Speaker: Maddie Day

THURSDAY 14 MAY
TIME SESSION

Plenary Session - Australian of the Year

Facilitator Adjunt Professor Helen Keleher, Adjunct Professor, School of Rural Health with Monash University

LIVE SESSION 
11:30am - 
12:30pm AEST

A Strategy for Australia’s War on Type 2 Diabetes 
Keynote Speaker: Dr James Muecke AM, Chairman, Sight For All

Q&A with Keynote

Concurrent Session 1

ON 
DEMAND

1A – Opportunities for 
prevention in Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander health

1B – Tackling risks for NCDs 1C – Strong systems for 
Prevention

1D - Politics and Policy for 
Prevention

Available 
from 
2:00pm 
AEST

The case ascertainment of 
Australian rheumatic fever 
registers utilised for disease 
prevention
Speaker: Treasure Agenson

Too Much Sugary can lead to 
toxic fat: Evaluation of WA's 
'13Cancers'
Speaker: Ellen Hart

Embedding physical activity 
promotion within the 
health system – practice, 
opportunities and barriers
Speaker: Kate Purcell

Cheaper than a hospital bed… 
using pragmatic arguments to 
address social determinants
Speaker: Lisa Wood

Tucka-Time: Wellbeing 
program for indigenous 
students providing knowledge 
and skills for life.
Speaker: Fran Keeble-Buckle

Preventing and managing 
overweight and obesity within 
the City of Cockburn
Speaker: Sophie Nolan

A kaleidoscope of risk factors: 
Insights from a chronic 
disease simulation
Speaker: Jacqueline Davison

Are perceptions of 
government intervention 
for prevention different by 
gender and age?
Speaker: Elly Howse

Aboriginal Environmental 
Health Services role in 
community-led preventative 
Health 
Speaker: Sarah Norris

Kwinana Marketplace: 
partnership for grassroots 
healthy lifestyle promotion in 
the retail setting
Speaker: Jenny Atkins

The Social Determinants of 
Housing Outcomes: Adapting 
the Public Health Model. 
Speaker: Bethany Keough

Who’s meeting who: an 
analysis of ministers’ diaries 
and interest group meetings
Speaker: Katherine Cullerton
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FRIDAY 15 MAY
TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 2

ON 
DEMAND

2A – Rapid Fire: Power, profit 
and the public

2B – Rapid Fire: Exploring 
evidence in prevention

2C – Rapid Fire: Healthy 
places and spaces

2D - Rapid Fire: Doing it for 
the kids

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

“Open to genuine 
collaboration”: Self-
representations of industry 
actors as partners to 
governments
Speaker: Julia Stafford

Current trends and future 
directions of chronic disease 
prevention research
Speaker: Elly Howse

Do upgrades to childcare 
centre outdoor spaces 
increase preschoolers’ 
physical activity?
Speaker: Michelle Ng

Women’s and health 
professionals’ preferences 
for preconception care: a 
qualitative study
Speaker: Ruth Walker

T21 incites the tobacco 
industry to terror: TI 
interference in Parliament
Speaker: Kathryn Barnsley

Harnessing real-time joined 
up data to address wicked 
problems: a homelessness 
example 
Speaker: Shannen Vallesi

Factors for success in 
changing food and drink 
culture in primary schools
Speaker: Alana Devine

Barriers faced by childcare 
educators in influencing 
feeding practices of young 
children
Speaker: Penelope Love

An exploratory study of 
Philip Morris International’s 
strategic positioning in 
Australia
Speaker: Kahlia McCausland

How do population screening 
programs ‘Stay in Touch’?
Speaker: Lisa Hochberg

The local governments' role 
in promoting healthier food 
environments: perspectives 
from within
Speaker: Ana Gowrea

Packed with Goodness: 
Improving child health 
outcomes through parent 
nutrition education   
Speaker: Mikala Atkinson

Social-spatial disparities 
in breast cancer screening 
invitation response rate in 
Greater Sydney
Speaker: Jahidur Khan

Changing the food and drink 
environment in high schools: 
partnerships are key.
Speaker: Veronika Pas

Crunching like crocodiles 
– encouraging WA school 
children to eat more 
vegetables.
Speaker: Nicole Toia

FR
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AY
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AY

TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 2 - continued

ON 
DEMAND

2A – Rapid Fire: Power, 
profit and the public

2B – Rapid Fire: Exploring 
evidence in prevention

2C – Rapid Fire: Healthy 
places and spaces

2D - Rapid Fire: Doing it for 
the kids

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

Learnings from ten years of 
monitoring food marketing 
to children self-regulation
Speaker: Wendy Watson

Prevalence of Suboptimal 
Sleep in Australia and 
Receipt of Sleep Care
Speaker: Alexandra Metse

Promoting Enabling Local 
Environments: Making 
Community Healthy Food 
and Drink Choices Easier
Speaker: Lucy Wickham

Meeting Australian 24-Hour 
Movement Guidelines and 
Childhood Obesity.
Speaker: Hayley Christian

The need for regulatory 
intervention to reduce 
unhealthy outdoor food-
marketing to children
Speaker: Gina Trapp

The utility of Natural 
Experiments for improving 
prevention evidence  
Speaker: Mel Crane

Healthway working in 
partnership to help create 
healthy environments at 
Community Events
Speaker: Emily Welsh

Impact of two physical 
activity professional 
development programs 
on preschool educator 
practices
Speaker: Pulan Bai

Tracking changes in 
community attitudes to 
obesity prevention and 
alcohol control policy
Speaker: Wendy Watson

Addressing the chronic 
disease risk behaviours of 
community mental health 
service clients
Speaker: Caitlin Fehily

The Healthy Options WA 
Policy - Ten Years On 
Speaker: Anastasia Atzemis

Keep calm and continue 
parenting – the 
convergence of gaming and 
gambling
Speaker: Rose Heidi

Policy implications of 
alcohol marketing in 
sporting contexts
Speaker: Simone Pettigrew

RESPOND: Reflexive 
Evidence & Systems 
interventions to Prevent 
Obesity. Research to 
Practice
Speaker: Claudia Strugnell

Toxic fat 2 minutes away on 
left:  Replacing junk-food 
stores' directional signage 
Speaker: James Stevens-
Cutler

Developing frameworks 
to support Go4Fun quality 
and fidelity across NSW
Speaker: Madeline 
Freeman
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FRIDAY 15 MAY
TIME SESSION

Plenary Session 

Facilitator
Ms Ronda Clarke, Sector Engagement Officer, Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia & 

Ms Anna-Louise Kimpton, Director, Policy, National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation

LIVE SESSION
2:00pm - 
3:00pm AEST

Smart planning, Smart politics, Smart work to keep COVID19 at Bay

Keynote Speaker: Ms Pat Turner, Chief Executive Officer, National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 
Organisation

Keynote Speaker: Ms Vicki O’Donnell, Chairperson, Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australia

Q&A with Keynotes
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TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 2 - continued

ON 
DEMAND

2A – Rapid Fire: Power, 
profit and the public

2B – Rapid Fire: Exploring 
evidence in prevention

2C – Rapid Fire: Healthy 
places and spaces

2D - Rapid Fire: Doing it for 
the kids

A novel approach to reduce 
marketing of unhealthy 
food/drink at junior sport
Speaker: Elle Skeet

Withdrawn Healthier choices as a 
business opportunity: 
junior sport canteens
Speaker: Helen Skeat

Protecting our kids: 
Improving sun protection 
practices and approaches in 
primary schools 
Speaker: Joseph Scott

Influencing policy with 
economic evaluation: are 
we missing opportunities to 
be impactful? 
Speaker: Joelie Mandzufas

Building Safer Communities 
through innovative 
partnerships. 
Speaker: Jo Drayton

Multisystemic Therapy 
(MST) as a Key Mental 
Illness Prevention Initiative 
within CAMHS.
Speaker: Mark Porter

NOT A MEMBER OF PHAA?  
BECOME A  

MEMBER TODAY!
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TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 3 - continued

ON 
DEMAND

3B – Rapid Fire: Effective action for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander 

health

3C – Rapid Fire: Developing effective 
campaigns and resources for 

prevention

3D - Rapid Fire: Prevention through 
collaboration

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

Impact of chronic diseases in the WA 
Aboriginal population
Speaker: Parveen Fathima

Negativity isn’t all bad: an anti-
smoking campaign free of organs & 
tears
Speaker: Sarah Beasley

Partnering with expert agencies for 
more effective health outcomes
Speaker: Brianne James

Tobacco and Cannabis co-use 
- considering implications for 
prevention in Aboriginal health.
Speaker: Julia Butt

“UV Camera - Don’t let the sun see 
your DNA” Campaign Outcomes
Speaker: Liyuwork Dana

Cooking intervention partnerships: 
Support increased home-cooked 
meals and improved mental health.
Speaker: Amanda Devine

Contemporary Australian burden of 
rheumatic heart disease: time to END 
RHD
Speaker: Judith Katzenellenbogan

Focus groups to inform a new 
LiveLighter® campaign
Speaker: Kelly Kennington

It's Thirsty Work! Thirsty? Choose 
Water! partnerships ensure pathway 
to success.
Speaker: Nicole Kajons

Needing knowledge: Empowerment 
for healthy eating and physical 
activity in challenging settings
Speaker: Kimberley Seear

Evaluation of contemporary social 
marketing campaigns for young 
Aboriginal people 
Speaker: Rudie Marshall-lang

The periodic rise and fall of systems 
approaches to physical activity 
Speaker: Tracy Nau

Adapting nutrition resources to 
meet food supply challenges in the 
Kimberley
Speaker: Lucas Brennan

Preventing liver cancer through 
improved hepatitis awareness and 
testing in priority communities
Speaker: Kerryann Lotfi-Jam

Proudly imperfect: real-world insights 
from a collective impact approach
Speaker: Johanna Mithen

TUESDAY 19 MAY
TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 3

ON 
DEMAND 3A - Conversation Starter

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

1. Health Economics and life course modelling of obesity from 
adolescence into adulthood
Speaker: Joe Carrello
2. Local collaborations to promote LiveLighter® on council owned 
assets
Speaker: Jenny Atkins
3. Sport as a driver of social inclusion – demonstrating impact 
through SROI
Speaker: Rose Heidi
4. Mapping key stakeholders in a Local Government obesity 
prevention system
Speaker: Abbie-clare Vidler
5. Improving mental health of health professionals: the role of 
workplace wellbeing. 
Speaker: Gemma Smoker
6. Health-promoting health service: improving compliance with a 
healthy food policy
Speaker: Krista Coward
7. Getting out of the box: Breaking down gender stereotypes 
through netball.
Speaker: Susan Parker
8. Yoga-based exercise for promoting health in older age: project 
results, future directions
Speaker: Anne Tiedemann
9. Good food for blokes: a collaborative approach to improving 
dietary habits
Speaker: Gael Myers
10. Better Health Program: Family based approach to child 
obesity prevention in WA 
Speaker: Chris Vavakis
11. My health for life: A culturally-tailored program for chronic 
disease prevention.
Speaker: Hong Do
12. Vape proponent behaviour on Twitter: a content analysis of 
vaping related tweets
Speaker: Kahlia McCausland

13. Equity: We all do better when we all do better
Speaker: Sigrid Blackman
14. A Phenomenological Study of HIV/STIs Protective Behaviour among 
International Students in Sydney
Speaker: Sylvester Okeke
15. Walking in Two Worlds: The Story in the Photo
Speaker: Louella Monaghan
16. NSW Aboriginal Knockout Health Challenge: Don't be shame move your 
frame! 
Speaker: Lose Fonua
17. Challenging industry tactics in sports clubs at grass-roots level
Speaker: Grace Stanton
18. Parental barriers impacting nutritional quality of school lunchboxes
Speaker: Amelia Chooi
19. Screening in women above the BreastScreen program's target age (75+ years)
Speaker: Negar Hosseinzadeh
20. Using a collaborative approach to make smoking history in regional Western 
Australia
Speaker: Bree Olsen
21. Is Peer Education sustainable and effective for prevention and Cancer 
Screening messages?
Speaker: Anne O’Callaghan
22. Gaming Venue Staff Training – Lessons and Implications for Other Health 
Issues
Speaker: Rose Heidi
23. Working with businesses to improve the food environment
Speaker: Emma Nikolic
24. Targeting the last 10%: Smoking cessation in a hospital setting. 
Speaker: Kirsty De Blanken
25. The Respect Cup: Building bystander capacity through a mixed netball 
competition.
Speaker: Susan Parker
26. Intervention strategies for reducing or preventing smoking and alcohol use 
during pregnancy
Speaker: Xenia Dolja-Gore
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TIME SESSION

Douglas Gordon Oration

Facilitator Ms Hannah Pierce, Alcohol Policy and Research Coordinator, Cancer Council WA

LIVE SESSION 
2:00pm - 
2:45pm AEST

Homelessness: the imperative for a public health response  
Orator: Associate Professor Lisa Wood, Associate Professor, Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences, School of 
Population and Global Health, The University of Western Australia
In this oration, my focus is not on convincing the audience that homelessness is and should be seen as a public health issue 
per se.  This speaks for itself in the enormous burden of preventable disease, and the raft of social, economic and political 
factors that compound this.  Rather I want to focus on how ending homelessness and its health inequalities in Australia is 
already benefiting in practice from a public health way of thinking, of building  evidence, of framing advocacy, and of working 
across sectors and silos.  This will be illustrated by some of reflections from the past four years of leading a growing body of 
work that encapsulates the intersection of homelessness and public health, and how policy-relevant research and evidence 
driven advocacy can help to reduce health inequalities among people experiencing homelessness. 
Homelessness is both a driver and consequence of poor health and exposes deep fault lines in our healthcare system, our 
housing, justice and welfare systems.  But, one of the things I love about being part of the public health fraternity is that we 
do not shy away from ‘wicked problems’.  Along with the moral and humanitarian urgency to end homelessness, there is a 
compelling public health imperative, and scope for us all to make an enormous and real difference to the health disparities 
they face. 

Q&A with Keynote
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Concurrent Session 3 - continued

ON 
DEMAND

3B – Rapid Fire: Effective action for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander 

health

3C – Rapid Fire: Developing effective 
campaigns and resources for prevention

3D - Rapid Fire: Prevention through 
collaboration

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

Supporting Palya Mayi choices (good 
food) in Bidyadanga
Speaker: Liz Bakowski

Community evaluation of an online 
toolkit for Australians affected by crystal 
methamphetamine
Speaker: Steph Kershaw

Alcohol Cultures Framework: guiding 
effective action on changing risky 
drinking social worlds 
Speaker: Karen Turner

Creating a positive narrative around 
Aboriginal media - a can do approach
Speaker: Melissa Stoneham

Keeping the end user in mind when 
developing digital tools.
Speaker: Nina Tan

Using systems mapping to inform 
community-led solutions to food 
insecurity 
Speaker: Jacqueline Davison

Wongee Mia; a family-centred approach 
to addressing Aboriginal homelessness 
and improving health
Speaker: Shannen Vallesi

An Evidence-Based Multiple Health 
Behaviour Change ePrevention Program: 
The Health4Life Initiative
Speaker: The National Drug Research 
Institute (Courtney Stewart)

Kicking Goals: creating healthy 
communities through country football
Speaker: Brianne James

The NSW Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Tracker & Mental 
Health Storyboard
Speaker: Kate Armstrong

Positive results support the need for an 
ongoing healthy lifestyle campaign
Speaker: Ellen Hart

Aboriginal Go4Fun: partnerships 
changing the obesity landscape 
Speaker: Madeline Freeman

Find Cancer Early: Expediting help-
seeking behaviour in the bush 
Speaker: Hannah Campbell

Butting out: a collaborative effort at a 
metropolitan mental health service
Speaker: Heather Monteiro

TUESDAY 19 MAY
TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 3 - continued

ON 
DEMAND

3B – Rapid Fire: Effective action for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander 

health

3C – Rapid Fire: Developing effective 
campaigns and resources for 

prevention

3D - Rapid Fire: Prevention through 
collaboration

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

Health systems change to support 
the prevention of rheumatic heart 
disease 
Speaker: Emma Haynes

Positive Choices: Addressing the 
evidence-practice gap in alcohol and 
other drug prevention
Speaker: Smriti Nepal

Health systems thinking and TB 
control in rural health facilities
Speaker: Gigil Marme
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Plenary Session – Economics of Prevention

Facilitator Ms Denise Sullivan PhD MPH GAICD, Director, Chronic Disease Prevention, Public and Aboriginal Health Division, 
Department of Health

LIVE SESSION 
1:00pm - 
2:30pm AEST

Treasuries are made of people — not money
Keynote Speaker: Dr Ruth Shean, Chair, National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER), President, 
Cancer Council Western Australia 

Economic evidence to inform investment in prevention
Keynote Speaker: Ms Jaithri Ananthapavan, Senior Research Fellow, Deakin University

This presentation will discuss:
• the rationale for the use of economic evidence in decision-making 
• the economic evidence base to inform decision-making on preventive health 
• the issues with the current methods used to derive economic evidence for preventive health and the key advancements 

required.

Decision making in government - the allocation of resources in a competitive environment 
Keynote Speaker: Former Minister John Day, Chairman of the Board, State Library W.A. & Member of the Board, 
Art Gallery of W.A

Q&A with Keynotes

Sponsored by:

THURSDAY 21 MAY
TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 4

ON 
DEMAND

4A - Long Oral: Prevention 
and primary health care

4B - Long Oral: Embedding 
climate resilience in health

4C - Long Oral: Unhealthy 
industries and their tactics 4D – Table Top

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

Cost-effectiveness of a 
preventive care clinician in 
a community mental health 
service
Speaker: Caitlin Fehily

Climate action must be a clear 
priority for preventive health 
Speaker: Fiona Armstrong

Alcohol marketing online – 
industry tactics and regulatory 
pitfalls 
Speaker: Maddie Day

Community-engaged 
prevention in the Latrobe 
Health Innovation Zone: new 
pathways, old pitfalls 
Speaker: Tanya Rong

Management of Hepatitis C in 
a remote Aboriginal primary 
care facility.
Speaker: Seema Basil

Do environment, urban 
planning, energy, justice 
sector policies promote health 
and equity?
Speaker: Fran Baum

“The 'instagrammability' of 
pink drinks”: How the alcohol 
industry targets women 
Speaker: Hannah Pierce

Leave no-one behind ... 
barriers to prevention for 
those on the margins 
Speaker: Lisa Wood

Physical and mental health 
care: community-managed 
organisations' potential role in 
reducing inequity
Speaker: Lauren Gibson

Use machine learning to 
assess impact of heatwaves 
on emergency department 
attendances
Speaker: Dimpalben Patel

Alcohol and social media: The 
impact of content adaptation 
on alcohol use
Speaker: Himanshu Gupta

Leadership capability for 
preventive health
Speaker: Helen Jordan

Food for thought – improving 
food environments in 
community mental health 
service
Speaker: Zainab Zaki

Healthy Active by Design: 
planning health into 
Australian communities 
Speaker: Trevor Shilton

Antisocial media: How the 
junk food industry is allowed 
free advertising reign
Speaker: Kelly Kennington

Do we need a quality 
framework to judge our 
systems science?
Speaker: Therese Riley

Social Prescribing in Practice: 
trialling implementation in 
north west Melbourne
Speaker: Meagan Chiuchiarelli

Enhancing government action 
on NCD-prevention and 
climate change using public 
health law
Speaker: Maddie Day

Outdoor junk food advertising 
and industry tactics: case 
studies from two states
Speaker: Ainslie Sartori

Shifting the vision for effective 
nutrition interventions with 
Aboriginal communities
Speaker: Anthea Brand
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TIME SESSION

Plenary Session – Communication

Facilitator Ms Anita Dessaix, Director, Cancer Prevention & Advocacy, Cancer Council NSW

LIVE SESSION 
1:00pm - 
2:30pm AEST

Preventing Post-Communication to Support Preventive Health Approaches
Keynote Speaker: Distinguished Professor Jim Macnamara, Deputy Dean, Faculty of Science, University of 
Technology Sydney
While public communication is recognised as a key component of preventive approaches to health, in a public sphere 
increasingly contaminated by fake news, alternative facts, deepfakes, bots, and trolls, how can health communication and 
promotion be effective? Distinguished Professor Jim Macnamara will preview findings of his latest research in relation to what 
he calls post-communication, to be published in a book of that title in July this year, and discuss some of the strategies and 
practical actions that we can take to maintain one of the key enablers of a healthy society – ethical, truthful communication.

Tobacco Laws in NSW – Working with Community, Universities and Government
Keynote Speaker: Ms Verity Firth, Executive Director, Social Justice, Centre for Social Justice and Inclusion, 
University of Technology, Sydney

The Hon. Verity Firth was the Minister Assisting the Minister for Health (Cancer) when she introduced the Public Health 
Tobacco Act (2008) into the NSW Parliament.  At the time it was the most comprehensive anti-tobacco legislation in the 
country and included a ban on the display of tobacco products and non-tobacco smoking accessories in shops, the single point 
of sale in larger retail outlets and the ban on smoking in cars with children present.  Ms Firth will talk about how she worked 
closely with the Cancer Council and academics to create campaign momentum for the passage of the Bill through Parliament.  
She will also outline the tactics used by opponents of the Bill, including the tobacco lobby and NSW Retailers Association.

Communication and language challenges in building an ecological movement for population health 
Keynote Speaker: Dr Sandro Demaio, Chief Executive Officer, VicHealth

Q&A with Keynotes

TUESDAY 26 MAY
TIME SESSION

Concurrent Session 5

ON 
DEMAND

5A - Long Oral: Tackling 
unhealthy industries 
through prevention

5B - Long Oral: Expanding the 
evidence base for prevention

5C - Long Oral: Healthy 
Women, Healthy Families

5D – Long Oral: Improving 
accessibility to healthy food

Available 
from 
11:00am 
AEST

Using public education 
programs to build healthy 
public policy: A case study
Speaker: Danica Keric

Communicating short term 
economic benefits of achieving 
the 2025 smoking rate target
Speaker: Nikki McCaffrey

The association between 
premenstrual syndrome and 
postpartum depression in 
young Australian women
Speaker: Sifan Cao

Adult food literacy: Identifying 
participants who improve 
and sustain change after 
attendance 
Speaker: Lucy Butcher

Rethinking availability: 
Online sale and home 
delivery of alcohol 
Speaker: Jenny Goodare

Engaging the public in 
prevention: A scoping review of 
citizen science approaches
Speaker: Samantha 
Rowbotham

Shawl Sistas: Victorian 
Aboriginal Cultural Breast 
Screening Shawls
Speaker: Lisa Hochberg

A recipe for success? A 
nutrition analysis of Australian 
supermarket recipes 
Speaker: Jasmin Wademan

Unhealthy Sponsorship in 
Sport: A case study of the 
AFL from 2017-2019
Speaker: 

Cost of excess body mass to 
the Western Australian acute 
hospital system
Speaker: Anna Beswick

Supporting newly arrived 
parents in Australia: a health 
literacy project
Speaker: Louise Dougherty

Securing agreed definition for 
‘healthy’ and ‘unhealthy’ food 
and drinks in Australia
Speaker: Amanda Lee

Evaluating Alcohol Culture 
Change: key findings from 
nine VicHealth funded 
projects 
Speaker: Virginia Lewis

Knowledge mobilisation 
and partnership research: 
reflections from the Australian 
Prevention Partnership Centre
Speaker: Michelle Irving

No home, no screen? 
Improving breast screening 
participation for low SES 
populations
Speaker: Lisa Hochberg

ood selection and preparation 
behaviours from a food 
security perspective 
Speaker: Lucy Butcher

Addressing gambling harm 
experienced by young 
people using research and 
partnerships 
Speaker: Erin Devine

Expanded Preconception 
Carrier Screening – Results 
from a WA Pilot Program
Speaker: Samantha Edwards

Local government policies to 
enable healthy, sustainable 
and equitable food systems
Speaker: Amy Carrad

Mackenzie’s Mission – the 
Australian Reproductive 
Carrier Screening Project
Speaker: Nigel Laing

Socio-economic variation 
in the food environment: 
longitudinal findings from 
Perth, Western Australia
Speaker: Alexia Bivoltsis
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WEDNESDAY 27 MAY
TIME SESSION

Closing Plenary Session - Can do prevention

Facilitator Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin, CEO, Public Health Association of Australia

LIVE SESSION 
2:00pm - 
2:45pm AEST

Title TBC
Keynote Speaker: Dr Lisa Studdert, Deputy Secretary Australian Department of Health, Chair National Preventive Health 
Strategy Committee

Q&A with Keynote

Conference Close
Speaker: Mr David Templeman, President, Public Health Association of Australia

Sponsored by:

The Heart Foundation’s Healthy Active by Design 
program shows how good design can make 
it easier for Australians to be more active and 
improve their heart health.

The program provides health and planning 
professionals with the best-available evidence, 
practical advice, checklists and case studies to 
support the development of healthy, liveable 
communities.

Find out more at healthyactivebydesign.com.au



PROGRAM SUMMARY
WEDNESDAY 13 MAY

Opening Plenary Session

Welcome to Country

Conference Welcome

Opening Address

Keynote Speakers:

Dr David Russell-Weisz 

Plenary Session - Environmental & Climate Health 

LIVE

Keynote Speakers: 

Dr Nick Watts

Hon Chris Bowen MP

THURSDAY 14 MAY
Plenary Session - Australian of the Year

LIVE

Keynote Speaker:

Dr James Muecke AM

Concurrent Session 1

1A - Opportunities for prevention in Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander health
1B - Tackling risks for NCDs

1C - Strong systems for Prevention

1D - Politics and Policy for Prevention

FRIDAY 15 MAY
Concurrent Session 2

2A – Rapid Fire: Power, profit and the public
2B – Rapid Fire: Exploring evidence in prevention

2C – Rapid Fire: Healthy places and spaces
2D – Rapid Fire: Doing it for the kids

 THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE  
2020 VIRTUAL PREVENTIVE HEALTH  

CONFERENCE!

FRIDAY 15 MAY
Plenary Session - Environmental & Climate Health 

LIVE

Keynote Speakers:  

Ms Pat Turner

Ms Vicki O’Donnell

TUESDAY 19 MAY
Concurrent Session 3

3A - Conversation Starter
3B - Rapid Fire: Effective action for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait islander health
3C - Rapid Fire: Developing effective campaigns and 

resources for prevention
3D - Rapid Fire: Prevention through collaboration

Douglas Gordon Oration

Orator: Associate Professor Lisa Wood

THURSDAY 21 MAY
Concurrent Session 4 

4A - Long Oral: Prevention and primary health care

4B - Long Oral: Embedding climate resilience in health

4C - Long Oral: Unhealthy industries and their tactics

4D - Table Tops

Plenary Session - Economics of Prevention

LIVE
Keynote Speakers:

Dr Ruth Shean

Ms Jaithri Ananthapavan

The Hon John Day

TUESDAY 26 MAY
Concurrent Session 5

5A - Long Oral: Tackling unhealthy industries through 
prevention

5B - Long Oral: Expanding the evidence base for 
prevention

5C - Long Oral: Healthy Women, Healthy Families
5D - Long Oral: Improving accessibility to healthy food

Plenary Session - Communication

LIVE
Keynote Speakers:

Distinguished Professor Jim Macnamara

The Hon. Verity Firth

Dr Sandro Demaio

WEDNESDAY 27 MAY
Plenary Session - Can do prevention

LIVE
Keynote Speakers:

Dr Lisa Studdert

Conference Close

Mr David Templeman


